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Welcome to a time of renewal and rekindling of hope and expectation! As
Isaiah tells us (43:18-19) “See, I am about to do a new thing, now it springs
forth, do you not see it?”

When I walk through the gate onto one of our “sacred paths,” I can’t help but
see God’s work everywhere. The leaf mulch from last year’s trees fosters
new greening, reminding me that God’s grace is planting new hope. I listen
for the gifts of spring and birth, the opening trilliums, thimbleberry blossoms,
and red current. Young squirrels chase each other around tree trunks. I smell
the cottonwood trees coming to life. The mother deer shows her young fawns
where to find new growth and flowers on the roses. New maple trees are
sprouting everywhere.

We read in John’s Gospel (Jn 1:1-5) “In the beginning was the Word...and
the Word was God...all things came to be through God...what came to be
through God was life... The light shines in the darkness and the darkness
does not understand it...we see the glory.”

The sacredness of creation is not centered in us, but we are part of creation.
Like Adam and Eve, we keep learning the hard way that we are responsible
to honor creation and not to exploit it. Humans like dichotomy: yes or no, right or wrong. God, however, presents
us with relationships rather than choices between opposites. God calls us to have a relationship with creation
through curiosity, humility, and responsibility to the sacred. Life abounds around and within us, so now is the time
to explore and be renewed!

Final Profession of Brother Pacho- Archives Collaborative (https://
mius at Saint Martin’s Abbey, archivescollaborative.org/) in Cleve-
joining the celebration afterward. land, OH, broke ground on a state-of
-the-art facility to house the archives
of up to 70 women’s communities.
This will both safeguard the history
of closed communities and make it
much easier for scholars to conduct
their research. Half of the Benedic-
tine communities of women in
North America are moving their ar-
chives there. While we are not clos-
ing, we will be moving much of our
archives there as well. We hold
much more than our own commu-

Sisters Angela Hoffman and
Laura Swan attended our Monas-
From the Priory tic Congregation Chapter, hosted
by St. Scholastica Monastery in
Duluth, MN. This is a triennial
gathering of our Congregation,
which is international. We have
Sister Houses in Japan, Taiwan,
Puerto Rico, and The Bahamas.
Besides conducting business, there
is a sharing of cultures and lots of

Sr. Paz Vital began a Benedictine
Explorers Program for women con-
sidering monastic life. Several par-
ticipated over the summer, working
in the yard, joining us in choir, par-
ticipating in spiritual direction, and
relaxing, and getting to meet some of

: laughter.
our extended community. 18 nity’s history, and we want schol-
Sisters Angela Hoffman, Laura On July 22, the feast of Mary of ars to avail themselves of our rich
Swan, and Paz Vital attended the Magdala, the Women’s Religious  o]dings.
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On the Solemnity of the Assump-
tion, Sister Mary Dorothy Radoli
of the Sisters of Our Lady of Ka-
kamega graduated from Providence
St. Peter Hospital’s chaplaincy pro-
gram. We celebrated with her, and she
has now joined her community’s mis-
sion in Oregon.

In later August, Sister Laura Swan
was part of a retreat team with the
Oblates of Queen of Angels Monastery.

On the 23rd, Sisters Angela Hoff-
man and Monika Ellis attended the
100th anniversary of Visitation
School in Tacoma—a school our Sis-
ters started.

On September 6th, Sister Angela
Hoffman attended the inauguration of
Bill Brownsberger as President of
Saint Martin’s University.

On the 15th, Sister Paz Vital depar-
ted for Chicago for the National Reli-
gious Vocation Conference meeting
for area coordinators.

On the 18th, we hosted the regional
meeting of the Leadership Confer-
ence of Women Religious, a lively
group dedicated to their leadership
work. They also enjoyed seeing old
and new friends.

On September 30th, Joan Cleary,
mother of Sister Julian Cleary,
passed away. She had lived a long,
rich life.

October 11th, Sisters Angela Hoff-
man, Laura Swan, and Paz Vital
attended the Knights of Columbus
Clergy Appreciation Dinner. Nice
to connect with friends again.

On November 2, Sister Sonja We-
ber attended the Interfaith Works
Day of Remembrance for all who
died in our area within the past year
and whose remains were unclaimed,
or who died houseless, or by suicide.
We also kept their names on our altar
table throughout November.

On the 6th, Leonard Ellis, Sister
Monika Ellis’ father, passed away.
He was 98 years young.

On the 15th, Sister Laura Swan pre-
sented on the desert ammas to a con-
templative prayer group at Trinity
Cathedral in Portland.
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And Sister Paz Vital participated in
a Vocations Day at Saint Martin’s
University.

On the 22nd, Sisters Angela Hoff-
man, Sonja Weber, and Laura
Swan attended the Abbey Church
Events at Saint Martin’s.

On the 23rd, Sister Sonja Weber
participated in the Interfaith
Works annual “Resetting Our Sa-
cred Table” celebration, honoring
our Native American tribes on
whose land we are living.

At lunch on November 26th we cel-
ebrated Janice Ariza’s retirement
as the Center Coordinator. Over her

11 % years of ministry, she gra-
ciously handled staff changes and
the impact of COVID, conquering
Zoom and working with online pre-
senters, often working from home
during “lockdown.” Janice was a
gracious presence to our guests. She
added her artistic touch, keeping the
Center a pleasant place, and saw to
some upgrades. Her children and
some friends joined us. Now we
encourage her to finish that middle
grade book and start the next!

On December 8th, Sister Anna Ca-
mille Wooden, broke her big toe
and sprained her foot. Now using an
electric cart, generously donated by
our receptionist Katie Callahan, on
“turtle mode” (no speeding!). She is
working on a good story to explain
how this happened (scrimmage with
her beloved SeaHawks?).

The community spent time together
on the evenings of Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day with much
laughter and fun.
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Rest in Peace

Robert Hirsh
d. September 4, 2025
—friend of the community—

Joan Cleary
d. September 30, 2025

—Sr. Julian’s mother—

Leonard Ellis
d. November 6, 2025
—Sr. Monika’s father—

Kathleen Marie Puziak
d. December 22, 2025
—1965 graduate of St. Placid High School—

Repairs & Replacements
in the Monastery

2025 was a year of rejuvenation at
the Priory, whether it was through
repairs or replacements. One signifi-
cant change was to our chapel chairs.
Through a grant from the National
Religious Retirement Office (NRRO),
our chapel chairs were re-upholstered
after 33 years of good use. The sturdy
wood frames remained in fine shape
for new, more supportive padding.
You may hear a little squeaking as
you sit down while the padding set-
tles. And because the color of the
fabric is lighter, the whole chapel
seems brighter and fresher.

Another renewal occurred in our
dahlia garden, which for several
years laid dormant. This year, Sr.
Julian, Philip Cheek our part-time
Maintenance Manager, and Oblate
Barbara Robertson, planted the gar-
den with new dahlia tubers. Thus far,
the garden has not produced as many
blossoms as hoped for, but we are
counting on 2026 being a good year
for blossoms.

Through the same NRRO grant, we
received funds for a new gas fire-
place to not only provide warmth but

— also beauty
e in our com-
munity

Il gathering

i space. After
a power
loss in De-
cember, we
gathered in
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the morning for prayer in the com-
munity room with flashlights, grate-
ful that the gas fireplace kept us
warm and cozy.

An amazing re-
newal occurred
in our Spirituali-
=% ty Center when
a water heater
was replaced
and at the same
time connected
| to another one.
| Neverin my life
have I seen a

| plumbing feat

‘ such as that! It
looked like a puzzle or some kind
of maze.

Last, but certainly not least, we have
had issues in our monastery bed-
rooms with our original wall mount-
ed water radiators. After multiple
repairs in the past 33 years, parts for
the radiators were no longer availa-
ble. We suffered two separate major
leaks which destroyed carpet, floor-
ing, and walls in several bedrooms.
Little by little, we began to remove
the broken radiators, capped the wa-
ter lines, caulked and painted the
walls, and replaced the cove bases.
Where needed, flooring and carpet
were replaced also.

By the end of
| last August,
HVAC units

" were installed
= in all monas-
tery bedrooms
and most of-
= fices. A spe-
cial blessing
is that now
A RIS for the first
time we have cooling available!

We are hoping and praying that this
year repairs and replacements are at
the bottom of our to-do list.

Julian Cleary, OSB

VOCATIONS UPDATE
Benedictine Explorers 2026:

The Sisters of St. Placid Priory are
very excited about our second Bene-
dictine Explorers offering. This
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coming June, we will welcome dis-
cerning young Catholic women eager
to have a full and deep experience of
the Benedictine way of life. During a
two week retreat they will learn about
the Rule of Benedict, practice diverse
monastic ways of prayer, e.g. Lectio
Divina, Centering Prayer, and the
Liturgy of the Hours.

These young enthusiastic women will
also do manual work and eat with the
Sisters.

But not all their time will be spent in
work, prayer and study: they will also
enjoy “Holy Leisure,” that is, to en-
joy the pleasure of being part of
God’s creation. At St. Placid they have
wonderful forest grounds to walk,
and to ponder God’s call in their life.

Over the

| course of these
two weeks,

Y they will learn
discernment:
What does
God want them
=& to do with their
| precious life?

& The Sisters

4 will support

& and lead them

~ ¥ through clas-
ses, spiritual direction, deep listening,
and guide them to listen with the ear
of their heart.

If you are—or know a woman who
might be—interested in a vocation,
please contact Sister Paz at the Pri-
ory. Paz Vital, OSB

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Keeping Our History Alive

One of the traditions at St. Placid and
other Benedictine monasteries is
holding our beloved deceased mem-
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bers in remem-
brance on the
anniversary of
their passing.
The Sister we
hold in remem-
brance at the end
of each year is
Sr. Jarlath
Rademacher,
who died during
Advent on December 10, 2010. She
was 88 years old.

Born in Rosen, Minnesota, in 1922,
she came from a family of 6 chil-
dren. Three of the daughters became
Benedictine Sisters. She was educat-
ed both in public schools and Catho-
lic schools taught by Benedictines.
She made final profession on July
11, 1942. Her name comes from the
5th century Irish bishop, St. Jarlath.

Ten years after her final profession
she became one of St. Placid’s
founding members. Her ministry in
the Northwest included teaching at
Visitation and Holy Rosary schools.
With a degree in pastoral care, she
ministered and taught others at St.
Francis, St. Peter’s, and St. Joseph’s
hospitals.

At St. Placid she was a much-loved
postulant and novice mistress, as
well as sacristan, treasurer, and sub-
prioress. From 1978 — 1986 she
served as St. Placid’s third prioress.

In reading through the remembran-
ces of those Sisters who knew her,
who had lived, worked and prayed
with her, the words kind, gentle,

and humble are repeated often. She
touched the lives of her students,
patients, and nursing home residents
with kindness and God’s love. When
she herself went to live at Mother
Joseph Care Center in the last years
of her life, she continued to minister:
she was often seen holding the hand
or sitting with residents whose spirit
needed some tender love and care.

Sr. Jarlath’s memorial service was
the first one I attended as an Oblate
of St. Placid. I never knew her, but I
remember the scripture passage from
Ephesians 3 on the cover of her me-
morial mass booklet: “Live a life
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worthy of the calling you have re-
ceived...” This is the life that those
who came before us tried to perfect,
and that I see my Benedictine Sis-
ters striving for every day: a life in
God’s service.

Anna-Camille Wooden, OSB

Women Religious Archives
Collaborative

“As the number of Sisters in the
United States decline, congrega-
tions need collaborative solutions
to ensure their history is not lost
and that their examples of service
and faith are passed onto future
generations.

“In 2018, a group of concerned
Catholic Sisters, archivists, and
academics came together to dis-
cuss how they might ensure that
the Sisters’ legacies of service and
contributions to their region might
be celebrated well into the future.
They were prompted by the report
‘Preserving the Past, Building for
the Future’ issued by Boston Col-
lege about the urgent need for
women religious to plan for their
archives.

“Over the next four years, the
group conducted needs assess-
ments and focus groups, which, in
2022, resulted in the founding of
the Women Religious Archives
Collaborative (WRAC). In 2023,
WRAC announced its plans to build
a heritage center.

“WRAC expects to meet the needs
of more than 75 congregations to-
day, giving them agency over tell-
ing their stories—honoring the past
while inspiring others to dream,
and serve in response to the needs
of their time.”

Sister Laura is working diligently
to get our archival materials ready
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to eventually move them to the
WRAC building. That way the
history of St. Placid will not only
be accessible to us but to all who
are interested in the Sisters’ work
and stories.

archivescollaborative.org

OBLATES

The Oblates read Richard Rohr’s lat-
est book The Tears of Things, which
included a look at the Old Testament
prophets, as well as modern proph-
ets, and each person’s role as a pro-
phetic voice. It is amost timely study.

In December, the Oblate Advent Re-
treat was led by Sister Lucy
Wynkoop and Sister Anna-Camille
Wooden. Sister Lucy invited every-
one to reflect on their ‘Biblical An-
cestors,” which led to inspiring con-
versations for Advent. Sr. Anna-
Camille offered four short presenta-
tions on Receiving; Wrapping-Up
the Jubilee Year of Hope; Seeds as

a Symbol of the Advent Journey;

and reflections on an Advent essay
by Abbot Marion of St. Martin’s Ab-
bey.

Oblates shared personal responses
to the day in written and visual form.
Here are a few of them:

Oh, tender and elusive soul!
How I flee from you in my busyness.
Yet, you wait,
And wait for me to turn to you.
I hear your soft whispers
That speak of God’s loving presence.
Slowly, I turn in wonder.
There you are bathed in light and love.
Oh, I want to embrace you
And let the Holy One’s light shine forth.
Let me birth the Christ today!

Lorna Sheveland Obl.OSB

In response to an elderly monk who
shared that he was feeling ‘down’,
Thomas Merton replied, “Brother,
courage comes and goes. Hold on for
the next supply.”

I want my heart to be God’s recliner.

Roy DeLeon, Obl.OSB
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GOINGS ONAT
THE CENTER

St. Placid Priory Spirituality Center
has recently experienced some
changes. On Wednesday, November
26th, Janice Ariza retired from her
role as Spir-
ituality Cen-
ter Coordi-
nator.
Janice

in countless
W ways, and
her presence
of over elev-
en years has
been a true
gift. As we
reflect on all she offered to the Pri-
ory, we genuinely feel a sense of
loss. She will be missed.

At the same time, we are delighted to
welcome Lorraine Musson into the
role of Spirituali-
ty Center Coordi-
nator. Lorraine
brings her own
unique gifts to
the work ahead.
With her arrival
naturally comes

i AS72-1 some change and
we welcome the unfolding with its
new possibilities.

Here at the Priory and Spirituality
Center, the simple rhythm of daily
life continues. We welcome guests
seeking respite, contemplation, and
quiet reflection, as well as our vari-
ous programs and spiritual direction.
We hope to continue to see you
soon—whether for a day-time retreat,
an overnight stay, a longer retreat, or
a special program.

When you visit, please check the

times for prayer and meals so you
can easily join the Sisters in their
monastic schedule.

We look forward to welcoming you,

Anna-Camille Wooden, OSB praying with you, and sharing our

Benedictine way of life.



St. Placid Priory (360) 438-1771

The Priory Spirituality Center offers a
welcoming rhythm of programs de-
signed to help you slow down, breathe
deeply, and reconnect with what truly
matters. Whether you are seeking rest,
clarity, creativity, or quiet, our offer-
ings create space for renewal of heart,
mind, and spirit.

Rooted in the Benedictine tradition of
hospitality, prayer, and balance, our
programs invite you to step away from
daily pressures and rediscover the gen-
tle movements of God in your life.
Through shared reflection, silence,
creativity, and spiritual companion-
ship, participants often find a rekin-
dling ofhope, purpose, and inner peace.

Come for a weekend—or return
throughout the season—and allow
yourself the gift of time. Here, renewal
is not rushed, and rekindling happens
naturally, one quiet moment at a time.

Looking for a meaningful gift? Our
gift certificates are a beautiful way to
share rest, reflection, and renewal with
someone you love—perfect for special
occasions, a heartfelt thank-you, or
simply because.

For more information, please call Lor-
raine at the Spirituality Center at
(360) 438-2595. Also, please check
the website regularly for programs:
https://stplacid.org/spirituality-center/
weekend-programs/

Lorraine Musson, Center Coordinator
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Sister Laura’s Scriptorium:
Books that Merit Attention

Did you know our popular chef, Nico,
is on YouTube Shorts? Check him
out at https://www.youtube.com/
@BigNicFromTacoma

Chef Chico

@BigNicFromTacoma

‘N
ey 24 subscribers « 18 videos

@i—?,ﬁ'&_ﬁ‘ See your subscribers

Father and Grandfather just trying to bring
happiness with food 1 meal at a time ...more

Sister Laura now has a YouTube
station at youtube.com/
@BenedictineLauraSwan
Subscribe to see what she's up to!

Laura Swan

i e
sl @BenedictineLauraSwan - 183 subscribers - 24 videos

My passion has been around restoring women 1o the stori

facebook.com/laura.swan.505 and 1 more link
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The Paradox of Poverty. Why Are the Poor in Spirit
“Blessed”? by Susan Pitchford, Liturgical Press, 2025. If
you read only one book in 2026, this is it, and this is her
finest book yet. Susan tackles the challenge of Francis-
can understandings of poverty, given that we cannot ro-
manticize poverty as it is a violation of our humanity.
Rather, Franciscan poverty, like the desert ascetics
taught, is about intense freedom and joy. Susan addresses
the many poverties of our day: the Prosperity Gospel and
a compromised church, racism, gender violence, and ad-
dictions. This is a deeply satisfying read.

Blessing of a New Dawn. Reorienting Christianity’s
Relation to Judaism, by Mary Boys, Orbis Books, 2025.
Holy Names Sister Mary Boys has been deeply commit-
ted to Jewish-Christian dialogue and bringing Christiani-
ty’s roots in Judaism to light for her students. Decades of
research, teaching, and working alongside rabbis shines
through. If you wonder about how Christianity emerged
from Judaism, and how the Judaism we know today
grew, this is your best source. And given the ongoing
attacks against our Jewish neighbors, this is a must read.

The Years of Ripening. Reflections on Aging in the
Later Years, by Joyce Rupp, Orbis Books, 2025. Rupp
invites us to join her in pondering the realities and gifts,
especially the gifts of aging: a time to ripen, anxiety and
uncertainty, gifts of elderhood, loss, grief and healing,
gratitude, and physical decline. If you think your aging is
all loss, if you wonder what to do with yourself in retire-
ment, if you want a richer interior life, this is the source
for you. There is a reason Rupp is so popular, and you’ll
encounter it here.

Catholics for the Common Good. An Eternal Offer-
ing, by Daryl Russell Grigsby, Paulist Press, 2024. Dea-
con Grigsby has chosen 36 contemporary Catholics from
all walks of life, providing a brief recounting of their
lives. I was pleasantly surprised by some of his choices.
You will appreciate this.

The Wisdom Years. A Spirituality of Aging: Reflec-
tion and Ripening, Harvest and Homecoming, by
Margaret Silf, Paulist Press, 2025. This is a lovely, gen-
tle resource for weaving memories and our current expe-
riences as we age. [ especially enjoyed her stories from
different cultures to help us embrace our “work™ as we
journey through the senior years.

Befriending Your Inner Child. A Catholic Approach
to Healing and Wholeness, by Brya Hanan, Ave Maria
Press, 2024. This is lovely. I appreciated her approach:
anchor, acknowledge, attune, ask, and act. In fact, I find
all her approaches really helpful, and I love her stories.
While I recommend this for all, I especially encourage
spiritual directors to get a copy.
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Explore The Priory Arts Shop online at stplacid.org/shop

The Priory Store located in the main building is now open on most
Fridays from Noon—3:00 PM, Saturdays from 10:00—3:30 PM,
and by request. Please call ahead to make sure we’re open.

St.Placid gratefully
accepts donations:

https://tinyurl.com/ B
DonateStPlacidPriory O]

Spirituality Center Staff
Lorraine Musson Center Coordinator

Paz Vital, OSB Program Coordinator
Monika Ellis, OSB Staff

Welcome to Sunday Mass:

If you have had COVID vaccinations and boosters and are feeling
well, please feel free to join us for Sunday Mass at 9:00 AM.
Masks are optional.

Liturgy of the Hours:

We pray Morning Praise weekdays at 8:00 AM except for the sec-
ond Monday. Noon Praise is typically at 11:50 AM, and Evening
Praise (with Communion) is typically at 5:00 PM Monday through
Friday. Please call ahead (360-438-1771) if you plan to attend the
Liturgy of the Hours in case there should be a change of schedule.

Directions

Southbound on I-5

Take Exit 109

Right turn onto Martin Way

Right at next light onto College St. NE
Second right turn is our driveway
Northbound on I-5

Take Exit 109

Left turn onto Martin Way

Right at second light onto College St. NE
Second right turn is our driveway




